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The National Picture 
The FMSP has nearly completed two years of its current contract and plans 
have been recently submitted to the DfE for 2016-17. The last two years have 
seen the FMSP widen its support for mathematics, including an extensive 
programme of enrichment and CPD events and a wide range of information 
and guidance relating to the teaching and learning of A level Mathematics 

and Further Mathematics.   

In the last two years over 30 000 

students in Years 9, 10 and 11 have 

taken part in enrichment events and 

competitions organised by the FMSP. 

These events and all the associated 

teaching resources produced by the 

FMSP are part of our strategy to 

promote positive attitudes to studying 

mathematics. Over 5 500 teachers have 

participated in professional development 

provided by the FMSP.  These courses, 

ranging from one-day events, regular 

online classes, through to year-long 

blended learning courses, have helped 

to improve teacher confidence, subject 

knowledge and pedagogy in GCSE and 

A level Mathematics. The FMSP 

continues to develop support for the 

teaching of problem-solving, making use 

of technology and subject leadership. I 

recommend looking at the regional 

events pages  to see what is being 

offered near you for both students and 

teachers.  

You may have already attended an 

FMSP Network Meeting to discuss the 

new Mathematics A levels. Area 

Coordinators have already run over 20 

meetings providing information and 

opportunities for teachers to discuss the 

implications of the changes.  In the 

Autumn term 2016, the FMSP will be 

providing one-day courses to help 

prepare teachers for the introduction of 

the new A levels in Mathematics and 

Further Mathematics which will be free 
to all state-funded schools/colleges. 
Details of these will be available during 
the summer term.   

New pages have been added to the 

FMSP website about the changes which 

provide details of the support provided 

by the FMSP and 

others. The webpage 

will be developed 

throughout year as 

information becomes 

available and the 

specifications and 

specimen 

assessments are 

published in the 

summer.  

There is a wealth of information and 

resources on the FMSP website, Integral 

and other websites and we know that 

some teachers are not aware of 

everything available. Since October we 

have been collating information and 

resources into a monthly focus 

document. So far we have focused on 

themes including Promoting 

Mathematics at Sixth Form Opening 

Evenings, Key Stage 4 Mathematics and 

STEP/AEA/MAT support. The Focus for 

March is Revision.  Look out for the link 

on our home page or for recent focuses 

go to: furthermaths.org.uk/focus. 

Kevin Lord, Programme Leader. 

http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/regions
http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/regions
http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/networks
http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/2017
furthermaths.org.uk/focus


In September 2017 teaching begins for the new 
Mathematics A level and the main differences from 
the current one are:  

¶ Linear course with exams only at the end  

¶ Compulsory Mechanics and Statistics 
 
How will your department staff the new A level? Who 
will teach the Mechanics and Statistics? In what 
order will you teach the topics? How will you assess 
the students at the end of Year 12?  
 
The FMSP is running twilight sessions for teacher 
networks at the moment for discussion of these 
issues; if you would like to host such a session 
please get in touch with your local Area Coordinator.  
 
By the summer we will know more about each 
awarding body’s specifications and we will be running 
one-day training courses in the autumn term to 
support schools with their A level planning.  
 

Our “Interesting ways to teach Statistics” and 
“Interesting ways to teach Mechanics” days at Tower 
Hamlets College in July, are particularly relevant with 
both soon being compulsory parts of A level.  
 
There will also be discussion of the A level changes 
at our annual Key Stage 5 Conference, taking place 
this year at London Met on July 8th.  
 
Details of all our events for teachers are at: 
www.furthermaths.org.uk/London_CPD.  

Regional Events and Updates 
 Professional Development 

We are yet to see exactly what the new A level will 
look like, but we have been promised a greater 
emphasis on problem solving and modelling.  

The team at Cambridge University have been 
developing fabulous resources that are designed to 
deepen understanding and to reinforce the links 
between different topics at A level.  

These resources are now freely available at:       
https://undergroundmathematics.org and are well 
worth exploring. One favourite activity is “Which 
Quadratic”, a game encouraging students to discuss 
the important features of the parabola and how they 
link to the different algebraic forms of the quadratic— 
and in particular to recognize the importance of the 
completed square form.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the first phase of the project the Cambridge 
University team have been concentrating on 
developing rich resources for AS Core Mathematics 
but, as the project continues they will populate the site 
with resources for A2 Core Mathematics as well as for 
Mechanics and Statistics.  

 

For details of two-day courses, free to teachers in 
state-funded schools and colleges, focusing on 
exploring these resources please see: 

www.mei.org.uk/underground-mathematics.  

Preparing for the new A levels Useful resources for the new A level 

Other events coming up in London 



There is always something new happening for the 
Further Mathematics Support Programme and this 
year it’s our Problem Solving course for Year 12 
students.  

Once a fortnight, since November, students have been 
coming to Kingston University for a twilight session of 
mathematics. They have solved problems on such 
diverse topics as prime numbers, vectors, polynomials 
and combinatorics.  

We have been very impressed by the way that these 
students have got stuck in to the problems, working 
well with students from other schools and explaining 
their work to others.  

 

This course has been very popular and we are likely to 
run it again next year, in more than one London venue. 

Regional Events and Updates 
 Enrichment for Students 

This week-long course is aimed at Year 12 Further 
Mathematics students who would like their 
mathematical horizons widened!  
As well as exploring the features of curves, this course 
will help develop problem solving skills and give a 
flavour of mathematics beyond A level.  
 
The summer school takes place at UCL on 18th—
22nd July and is run by Dr Luciano Rila. More 
information can be found at: www.ucl.ac.uk/
prospective-students/widening-participation/
activities/summer-schools/mathematics.        
Please note that the deadline for applications  is 
March 31st.  

We are planning a Problem Solving conference for 
Year 12 students and teachers at the UCL Institute of 
Education after the exams in June. Details will be 
emailed out to registered schools once confirmed!  

This year’s Maths Feasts are now underway in 
schools across London, with teams of Year 10 
students testing their mathematical, communication 
and team-working skills.  
 
We will be running Maths Feasts again in 2017 but if 
you would like to try out similar ideas yourself at 
school, you can download practice material from: 
www.furthermaths.org.uk/maths-feast.  
 

Year 12 Problem Solving Curve Sketching Summer School 

Year 10 Maths Feasts 

Problem Solving Conference 



Are you thinking of starting to run Further 
Mathematics at your school or college?  
Are you aiming to promote A level Mathematics or 
Further Mathematics to your GCSE students? 
Are you looking for good resources to enrich teaching 
at A level? 
 
For any support with these or other mathematical 
issues, please do contact your local Area Coordinator 
using the details below.  

 
We are planning to repeat our successful quiz of last 
summer - but with different questions! - in June 2016.  

It’s all about the taking part of course but be thinking 
about getting a team together from your department so 
that you’re ready to book a place. 

As soon as the date and venue are confirmed, an 
email with booking details will be sent out to registered 
schools and colleges. 

FMSP support in London 
Get in touch with us 

Maths, Arts and Crafts Day for Teachers  
We are planning an inspiring day of maths, arts and 
crafts at UCL on Saturday June 25th. The provisional 
programme includes academics from UCL and 
Oxford, PhD students and two renowned artists. By 
exploring the intersection between geometry and 
arts, we will stretch our imagination in active 
workshops and reconnect with the beauty of 
mathematics. More details will be available soon. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for support with A level? ...something completely different... 

9ŀƭƛƴƎΣ IƛƭƭƛƴƎŘƻƴΣ IƻǳƴǎƭƻǿΣ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎΣ 
aŜǊǘƻƴΣ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎΣ ²ŀƴŘǎǿƻǊǘƘ 
Jenny Davey 
jennydavey@furthermaths.org.uk 
 
.ŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƎŜƴƘŀƳΣ IŀŎƪƴŜȅΣ IŀǾŜǊƛƴƎΣ bŜǿƘŀƳΣ 
wŜŘōǊƛŘƎŜΣ ¢ƻǿŜǊ IŀƳƭŜǘǎΣ ²ŀƭǘƘŀƳ CƻǊŜǎǘ 
James Morris 
jamesmorris@furthermaths.org.uk 
 
.ŀǊƴŜǘΣ .ǊŜƴǘΣ /ŀƳŘŜƴΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ 9ƴŬŜƭŘΣ 
IŀƳƳŜǊǎƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ CǳƭƘŀƳΣ IŀǊƛƴƎŜȅΣ IŀǊǊƻǿΣ 
LǎƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ YŜƴǎƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘŜƭǎŜŀΣ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ 
Luciano Rila 
lucianorila@furthermaths.org.uk 
 
.ǊƻƳƭŜȅΣ /ǊƻȅŘƻƴΣ [ŀƳōŜǘƘΣ [ŜǿƛǎƘŀƳΣ {ƻǳǘƘǿŀǊƪΣ 
{ǳǧƻƴ 
Sinead Vaughan 
sineadvaughan@furthermaths.org.uk 
 
.ŜȄƭŜȅΣ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘ 

Alison Terry 
alisonterry@furthermaths.org.uk 

For teachers: 
www.furthermaths.org.uk/
London_CPD 
 
For students: 
www.furthermaths.org.uk/
London_enrichment 
 
 

 

London Contacts London Event pages 

Quiz night 2016… 
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